[The local hyperthermochemotherapy for pleural carcinomatosis].
Local hyperthermochemotherapy was performed in 17 cases to control malignant effusion and intrathoracic disseminated lesions. Of these 15 patients, 11 cases primary lung cancer, 4 cases metastatic lung cancer had pleural carcinomatosis and 2 cases were malignant diffuse mesotheliomas. The procedure was radiofrequency hyperthermia (13.56 MHz) maintaining the peripleural temperature at 42-43 degrees C for 45-60 minutes, combined simultaneously with the intrathoracic administration of cisplatin (1-2 mg/m2, bolus) through a thoracic double lumen trocar tube. The treatment was repeated from 2 to 4 times at 7-day intervals. In 14 cases (87.5%) complete or partial response according to the criteria of the Japan Lung Cancer Society were obtained. There were 2 cases of no change and one case that was impossible to evaluate. In one lung cancer case, the disappearance of pleural disseminated lesions was confirmed by flexible thoracoscopy after the procedure. In 12 cases, there were abdominal complaints due to side effects of the hyperthermochemotherapy, such as vomiting and nausea, but these symptoms were milder than those caused by intravenous injection of anti-cancer agents, for example cisplatin, in conventional chemotherapy treatment. The median survival time and 2 years survival of the patients with the present procedure were 15 months and 41.7% respectively. Although distant metastases appeared in most cases, none had local recurrence and particularly noteworthy pleural effusion was well controlled. The above experience suggested that the local hyperthermochemotherapy is useful to control pleural effusion and can improve the quality of life of patients with pleural carcinomatosis.